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FORDHAM HISTORY
SOCIETY BULLETIN

THE LATEST EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTRODUCTION
 by WENDY SHEPHERD

Our new bulletin was well recieved and published on the
Facebook History Society page, Facebook Fordham
Village page and on the FLHS website.

COVID-19 UPDATE

Hall reopening:- The village hall will not be

reopening until 1st October; all being well.

Therefore our September meeting will not go ahead.

I shall contact you nearer the time to give you

details of how we will operate our meetings to

ensure we are all Covid -19 secure.  I will be in

contact with Kate Cole to confirm that she is still

willing to visit us in October.
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WW2 Project

o.

November 18th – Our
annual A.G.M. will
hopefully take place. This
always includes a social
element; so please bring
along a plate of nibbles.
There will be no charge for
this event. I will give a
short presentation of the
work of the school history
club who were unable to
present their work in our
cancelled June meeting.
Michael Hamilton-Macy
will give an update on the
Fordham Dig. The 2021
programme will also be
announced.

Guns on Fordham Heath
A photograph/postcard of 'Ack Ack guns on Fordham Heath'
which appeared on the Eight Ash Green and Fordham Heath
Facebook page generated a great deal of discussion.
Particularly as Essex Heritage and Essex Military researchers
had no documentary or photographic evidence of any such
site on Fordham Heath. 

The pill boxes, anti tank rails, road barriers and ammunition
store around Fordham are all recorded on Fred Nash's
excellent Survey of WW2 defences in the Borough of
Colchester, but when I spoke to Fred, he had no knowledge
of a gun site on Fordham Heath. 

Many people looking at the photograph doubted whether this
was a photo of the heath. But slowly we are now getting more
confirmation that there were guns on the heath.

FLHS member Marlene Boyle, in conversation with her friend
gave me a copy of  ‘Bite size articles on the civil parish of
Eight Ash Green’  and on page 14, there was a section titled
World War Two and the Locality and there was mention of
military activities on the heath. 

But sound confirmation came from Fordham Heath resident
Susan Greenwold. She had in her possession copies of
Parish Council letters which she had used in an exhibition
many years ago and these recorded when the land towards
the cricket pavilion end was requisitioned by the War Office
and some guns were placed on the heath. (see map.) This
was the land opposite what is now the Cricketers;
approximately 9 acres as recorded in a letter dated 20th
December 1943. Fordham Heath was part of Fordham up to
1948 and the parish clerk Mr Thomas Towle lived on Church
Road Fordham; he was a retired civil engineer and was also
an Air Raid Warden.

We have also heard some accounts from people who lived
near the heath  and they have spoken of the military action
on the heath and how they Star pub did a good trade to the
military men.
Now that the Essex Archive at Chelmsford is open, I shall
visit and see if there are any more parish council letters
which are of use in our WW2 Project.

Please contact me if you have any
Fordham WW2 information.



2020 Programme
20th October -
Kate Cole

17th November -
AGM

Remembering our 
casualties of war

ALFRED PUDNEY M.M.
18th September 1918

ERNEST WRIGHT
22nd September 1916

CHARLES HORNE
26th September 1916

Roman Dig Update

Michael Hamilton-Macy

We are now back on site and excavation work has re-started
after the Covid 19 lockdown has been eased but with reduced
numbers on dig days to comply with government guidelines.
We are now digging Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays with an
eight person limit per day, one of whom is Jonathan Oldham
our site supervisor.  Amongst other things we are hoping to find
the north wall foundation trench of the underfloor heated room
on the north western corner of the main building, this should
also be connected to the furnace flue which we have not found
yet, fingers and trowels crossed.

IN CONVERSATION
It came to light when I dropped off our first edition of

the FHS Bulletin, that a particular couple have been living
in the village for 67 years. I sat and chatted in the garden

with David and Nancy Cannon (socially distanced of
course) and we mulled over quite a few topics;- Covid 19,
chickens, Virginia Creepers, Monkey Puzzle Trees, cherry

pickers, our health, Three Horse shoes closure and
strawberry jam making to name just a few topics. It is

amazing what you can discuss in 30 minutes when you
have been in lockdown for a while! But Nancy and David

are quite an historical asset to our village. A former
poultry farmer, David once made the local gazette for

the size of his home grown Bramley Apples! But perhaps
more fitting as a borough councillor for Colchester who

then became Mayor in 1998 alongside Nancy as
Mayoress. Both keen supporters of Fordham Village Hall,

Nancy has been on the committee for many years.


